Williamson County Commissioners Court

Rules of Procedure, Conduct & Decorum
(Rev. 3/25/08)

All Regular, Special, Emergency and Executive Session Meetings of the
Williamson County Commissioners Court will be called and conducted in
accordance with the provisions of the Texas Open Meetings Act, Chapter
551, Government Code.

IL. Regular, Special and Emergency Meetings of the Williamson County.
Commissioners Court are open to the public and to representatives of the
press and media. Executive Sessions of the Commissieners Court are not
open to the public; the press or the media and only those individuals
expressly requested or ordered to be present are allowed to attend
Executive Session.

IOI. The Williamson County Commissioners Court meets every Tuesday at
9:30 a.m. unless otherwise provided. The Regular Meeting is the second
Tuesday of the Month, and all other Tuesdays are considered Special
Mectings. In order for a matter or issue to appear s an agenda item on
the Agenda of any Regular or Special Meeting of Commissioners Court, a
request must be filed with and approved by the County Judge by 12:00
p.m. (Noon) on the Thursday preceding the next Regular or Special
Meeting of the Commissioners Court. Only members of the
commissioner’s court and the county judge can place items on the court
agenda.

IV,  The business of Williamson County is conducted by and between the
members of the Williamson County Commissioneérs Court and by those
members of the County staff; elected officials, department heads,
consultants, experts and/or members of the public requested to be present
and participate. While the public is invited to attend all meetings of the
Commissioners Courf (except Exccutive Sessions) the public’s
participation therein is limited to that of observers. However; a member
(er members) of the public may comment on an agenda item (or items)
once he or she completes a Public Participation Form and places the same
in the box labeled “Completed Public Participation Forms” prior to the
start of Commissioner Court. A sample of the Williamson County
Commissioners Court Public Participation Form is attached hereto as
Exhibit “A.” Additionally, these rules and the form will be available on
the Commissioners Court webpage. Upon request, someone will be
provided to assist those individuals with special needs, !

A. Each member of the public who appears before the Commissioners
court shall be limited to a maximum of three (3) minutes to make
his/her remarks. Time for each speaker shall be maintained by the

! Certain exceptions to the provisiors set forth hereunder may apply as provided by law,



B.

County Clerk or some other designated representative of the
Commissioners Court.

Maximum discussion during thé public comment section of the
agenda at any regular, special or emergeéncy commissioner’s court.
meeting shall be limited forty-five (45) minates. The maximum
number of speakers during the public comment section shall be
limited to ten (10) members of the public. In the event that more than
ten (10) members of the public wish to address a particular agendsd
item (or items), then only the first ten (10) speakers will be recognized.
However, in matters of exceptional public interest, the County Judge
or presiding officer at the meeting, may lengthen the total time or
amount of speakers or shorten the amount of time given to each
speaker. If any member of the court abjects to the change, a vote will
be taken on the change to the normal procedure. '

It is the intention of the Court to provide open access to the citizens of
Williamson County to address the Commissioners Court and express
thémselves on issues of Cn'unty Government, Members of the public
are reminded that the Williamson Coanty Commissioners Court is a
Constitutional Court, with both judicial and legislative powers,
created under Article V, Section 1 and Section 18 of the Texas
Constitution, As a Constitutional Court, the Williamson County
Commissioners Court also possesses the power to issue a Contempt of
Court Citation under Section 81.024 of the Texas Local Government
Code, Accordingly, members of the public in attendance at any
Regular, Special and/or Emergency meeting of the Court shall
conduct themselves with proper respect and decornm in speaking fo,
and/or addressing the Court; in participating in public discussions
before the Court; and in all actions in the presence of the Court.
Those members of the public who are inappropriately attired and/or
who do not conduct themiselves in an orderly and appropriate manner
will be ordered to leave the meeting, Refusal to abide by the Court’s
Order and/or confinued disruption of the meeting may result in a
Contenipt of Court Citation.

Cell phone nsage during court is strictly prohibited. All cell phones,
pagers and otheér mobile communication devices should be in “silent”
mode at all times while court is in session.

It is not the intention of the Williamson County Commissioners Court
to provide a public forum for th¢ demeaning of any individual or
group. Neither is it the intention of the Court to allow a member (or
members) of the public to insult the honesty and/or integrity of the
Court, as 4 body, or any member or members of the Court,
individually or collectively, Acecordingly, profane, insulting or
threatening language directed toward the Court and/or any person in
the Court’s presence and/or racial, ethnic or gender slurs or epithets



will not be folerated. Violating of thiese rules may résultin the

following sanetions:
1. cancellation of a speaker’s time;
2. removal frem the Commissioners Court;
3, -a Contempt Citation; and/er
4, such ether civil and/or criminal sanctions a8 may be

siithorized under the Constitution, Statutes and Codes of
the State of Texas.

F. During the course of the meeting, the [ﬂ‘esxdmg officer has discrefion
to take items out of agenda order for the convenience of the court, county
staff or others in attendance,

The County Judge is the presxdmg officer of the Williamson County
Commissioners Court and is a fully pa#ticipating mempber théveof. In the
event of the absenee of the County Judge; the senior member of the
Commissionérs Court (in térms of total numbers of years as an elected
representative) present at the Regular, Special, Emergency meeting or
Executive Session, shall serve as the Judge Pro-Tem of the Court
However, nothing herein: shall prevent the senfor member of this
Commissioners Court from delegating this duty to-anether member of the
Commissioners Court.

The County Judge (or the desngnated Judge Pro-Tem of the
Commissioners Courf), as presiding officer of the Conimissioners Court,
is responsible for conducting all meetings, and members.of the public
who have properly eompleted a Public Participation Form and submitted
the same to the Administrative Aid to-the County Judge must wait fo be
recognized by the County.Judge prior to them beginning to address the
Coirt.

Special Rules for the Press & Media:

A; No media personnel or equipniént, including lights, cameras or
nvicrophones will be located on the Commiissionets Court beach nor
closer than five (5) fect in front of the Commissioners Court bench
during the time Court is in session.

B. Reporters and media technicians are required fo-strucfure their
movements, équipment set-up and take-down and adjustments, etc. in
such a manner as to not disrupt the Commissioners Conrt _
deliberations or the ability of the public to sée, hear, and participate
in the proceedings. ’

C. Interviews.shall mot be conducted inside the Commissioner’s
Courtroom during the time the Court is.in session,



D: Media interviews which are conducted sutside the Commissioners
Courtroom should be conducted in sach & manner that the inferview
does niof disturb, impede or disrupt the proceedings of any Regular;
Special; Emergency and/of Executive Séssion meeting of the Court,

VHIL The Sheriff of Williamson County, Texas or his designated deputy, shall
serve as the bailiff at all Regalar, Special and Emergency Meetings of the
Court. However, in the event of the absence of the Shériff, or in the event
there exists a conflict ofinterest between the Sheriff, any member of the
Shieriff*s Departmént, and the Commissieners: Court, or in the event of an
executive Session of the Court in which the Sheriff is not an autherized
participant, the Court shall appoint such other commissioned peace
officers to serve as bailiff as may be necessary.

IX. From time totime, the Commissioners Court may have town meetings,
pubhc hearings and/or workshops. These rules of pracedure, conduet
and decorum:shall also apply ta the samié; however, the Commissioners
Court may adopt such additional and supplemental rules forsuch.
meetings as may be necessary and appropriate to conduct such meetings
in an orderly, efficiént and propor manner.

X. These rules of procedure, Conduct and Degorwin at meetings of the
Willianmison County Commissioners Court shall be effective immediately
upon adoption by the Court and shall remain in fuill foree and effect until
amended or repealed by a majority vete of the Commissioners Court,

ADOPTED BY MAJORITY VOTE 5 FOR AND 0 AGAINST OF THE ,_
WILLIAMSON COUNTY COMMISSIONERS COURT on this the 25th day of

March, 2008,

Dan A, Gattis
Willinmszon County Judge






