
Williamson County Commissioners Court 
Rules of Procedure, Conduct & Decorum 

(Rev. 3/25/08) 

All Regular, Special, Emergency and Executive Session Meetings of the 
Williamson County Commissioners Court will be called and conducted in 
accordance with the provisions of fhe Texas Open Meetings Act, Chapter 
551, Government Code. 

11. Regular, Special and Emergency Meetings of the Williamson County 
Commissioners Court are open to the public and to representatives of the 
press and media. Executive Sessions of the Commissioners Court are not 
open to the public, the press or the media and only those individuals 
expressly requested or ordered to be present are allowed to attend 
Executive Session. 

III. The Williamson County Commissioners Court meets every Tuesday a t  
9:30 a.m. unless otherwise provided. The Regular Meeting is the second 
Tuesday of the Month, and all other Tuesdays are considered Special 
Meetings. Ln order for a matter or issue to appear as an agenda item on 
the Agenda of any Regular or Special Meeting of Commissioners Court, a 
request must be filed with and approved by the County Judge by 1200 
p.m. (Noon) on the Thursday preceding the next Regular or Special 
Meeting of the Commissioners Court. Only memhers of the 
commissioner's court and the county judge can place items on the court 
agenda. 

1%'. The business of Williamson County is conducted by and between the 
members of the Williamson County Commissioners Court and by those 
members of the County staff, elected officials, department heads, 
consultants, experts and/or members of the public requested to be present 
and participate. While the public is invited to attend all meetings of the 
Commissioners Courf (except Executive Ses~ions) the pubtic's 
participation therein is limited to that of observers. ~ i w e v e r ,  a member 
(or members) of fhe public may comment on an agenda item (or items) 
once he or she completes a Public Participation Form and places the same 
in the box labeled "Completed Public Participation Forms" prior to the 
start of Commissioner Court. A sample of the Williamson County 
Commissioners Court Public Participation Form is attached hereto as 
Exhibit "An Additionally, fhese rules and the form will be available on 
the Commissioners Court webpage. Upon request, someone will be 
provided to assist those individuals with special needs. 1 

A. Each member of the public who appears before the Commissioners 
court shall be limited to a maximum of three (3) minutes to make 
hisher remarks. Time for each speaker shall be maintained by the 

' Certain exceptions to the promsions set forth hereunder may apply as provided by law. 



County Clerk o r  some other designated representati~e of the 
Commissioners Court. 

B. Maximum discussion during the public comment section of the 
agenda at any regular, special or emergency commissioner's eourt 
meeting shall be limited forty-five (45) minutes. The maximum 
number of speakers during the public comment section shall be 
limited to ten [lo) members of the public. In the event that more than 
ten (10) members of the publie wish to address a particular agenda 
item (or items), then only the first ten (10) speakers will be recognized. 
However, in matters of exceptional public interest, the County Judge 
o r  presiding officer at the meeting, may lengthen the total time or 
amount of speakers or shorten the amount of time given to each 
speaker. If any member of the court objects to the change, a vote will 
be taken on the change to the normal procedure. 

C. I t  is the intention of the Court to provide open aecess to the citizens of 
Williamson County to address the Commissioners Court and express 
themselves on issues of County Government. Members of the public 
are reminded that the Williamson County Commissioners Court is a 
Constitutional Court, with both judicial and legislative powers, 
created under Article V, Section 1 and Section 18 of the Texas 
Constitution. As a Constitutional Courf, the Williamson County 
Commissioners Court also possesses the power to issue a Contempt of 
Court Citation under Section 81.024 of the Texas Local Government 
Code. Accordingly, members of the public in attendance at any 
Regular, Special andlor Emergency meeting of the Court shall 
conduct themselves with proper respect and decorum in speaking to, 
andlor aiidressing the Court; in participating in public discussions 
before the Court; and in all actions in the presence of the Court. 
Those members of the public who are inappropriately attired andlor 
who do not conduct themselves in an orderly and appropriate manner 
will be ordered to leave the meeting. Refusal to abide by the Court's 
Order andlor continued disruption of the meeting may result in a 
Contempt of Court Citation. 

D, Cell phone usage during court is strictly prohibited. All cell phones, 
pagers and other mobile communication devices should be in "silent" 
mode at all times while court is in session. 

E. It is not the intention of the Williamson County Commissioners Court 
to provide a public forum for the demeaning of any individual or  
group. Neither is it the intention of the Court to allow a member (or 
members) of the public to msult the honesty andlor integrity of the 
Court, as a body, or any member or  members of the Court, 
individually or  collectively. Accordingly, profane, insulting or  
threatening language directed toward the Court and/or any person in 
the Court's presence andlor racial, ethnic or  gender slurs or epithets 



will not be tolerated. Violating of tbese d e s  may result in the 
following sanettons: 

1. cancenatity of a speaker's t h e ;  
2. removal Erom the Commissioners Court; . 
3. 8 C.o@tempt Citation; &nLnil/or 
4. such other civil an~d!or criminal sanctioni ps may be 

arithwized m d w  fhe Constitution,-Statutes and Codes af 
tae .State of T&~s. 

F. Durkng the course of the meeting, the presiding officer has discretion 
to take items oat of agenda order for the convenience of tbe court, county- 
staff or others in attendance. 

tr. f i e  C.ounfy judge tlie presiding off~cer of the Wiiliamson County 
Coqm&&onem and is a fuuy partieipiathg .m&iber thereof. In the 
event of the absence of the County Judge, the senior member of the 
Commissioners Coon5 [in terms of total numbers of years ils an elected 

~ ~ 

repwentatme) p:re~ent at the Regular, Special, JWirgeicy meeting or  
EKecrutive ~essian, shall sewe a$ the h d g e  Pra-Tem of @e-C&i~t. 
Howwer, nothing bereinshall prevent the senfor memb+!r of t.hi$ 
Com&sioners Courtfrom .delk@rip this (luty to-a~6ther member 0f the 
CommkssianersCou.@. 

VL The Cbrmty.$hdge for fhe designated Jiidge PrO-Tern of~sthe 
Commissione.m ~ogr t ) ,  % presiding officq of the ConikWsionea$ CiiuPt, 
is responsible forcon~o&~g all meetingst, and mem,bm of the pubfie 
who have properly coinpletea a Public Participation Worm and submt@ed, 
the$me io the A d W t r ~ t h e  Aid to the County Judge bast wait to be 
recognized bythe Coqnty.Judgep?.for to beginning ~ ~ €0 eddres the 
Cdiirt. 

W. Special Rttles for the Pras & Media: 

4. Na media personnel or equipmen*, includtq lights, cameras or 
rnicragboges will be located on.the Ccmi&sionem C66ur2 bench t iGr  
clover than five (5) feet in front of the Commissioners Court bench 
during the time Court is in session. 

B, Repontern and media t e c b d w s  'are required to S.trPchue their 
movemedts, equfpiient-set-up and~t&e-&own and ad.ius6ments, etc. in . - -  

such a manner as ti, mot disrupt the.Ctimdssioiiers 6 6 ~ ~  
cfeliberations e r  ,the! abpty of the pqbm to s& hbar, and participate 
in the proceedings. 

C. Interviews'shaI! %of be cpn.ducte4 h w - t h e  C~m&igoner5s  
Courtreom auring the t h e  the Can& is in session, ~ ~ 



@. MBdfzi mXeririews whifb are conducted b u i d e  the C.ommissioners~ 
Courtroom dhWa be conducted sa_cb ia mmna ffiat theinterview 
d& ii5t disturb; impede or disrupt the proceedings of any Regular, 
Special,. @iaergblicy and/b.r ExeCutZve SeSrriim meetingof the C&rt, 

VIlL The Sheriff of W i m s o n  County ,Tm or hi9 designated depmtyi .$ha 
serve ae the bailiif at dl Rsgalir, Specialand Emergency Meetings of thg 
Court, Rowever, jq &e &tof the absence of the ~ b ~ n l f f , ~ r  ihe wetit 
bereexkits aeonfiict of interest bek- the Sheriff, any member of the 
$he&s Deptir$rn*nt, and tlie Gomaissiomers Court, OY inthe event of an 
,exc+ive S&sidn o-f the C6u.n 1 which the Shellff is nQt ad anthdfiied 
participant, the Court shall appoint such uthcr commissioned peace 
officers to sen'e as bailiff as may be necesrary. 

M. Prom time to time, the Gorqir&sion.eq Court @ay have-fom meetings, 
public heaririQ aiid/W &&shops. These rules of procedure, eonduei. - 
atid a e o m  &an .dso app& t(r&e sari&; ~weve;, the ~omm&sio&m 
Court m y  ad.opt such .ad&tionaI and sypplemetktal rirle f~r:sa~%. 
meeiags may be necessary and appropriate to condud such meetings 
in an o~derjy, p@p&r Mmd&ri 

. These rules of procedure, Condmct a ~ d  Decorum at meetings of the 
Williamson County Commissioners Court shall. be effective h e d i a i e I y  
upon atjoptfon by the Court & s h d  fen@in.in fbll fm and effect 
amendedorwpialed by a ntajorityvo&e @the Cqmmis@tgprs Court. 

ADOPTED BY MAJORITY VOTE 5 FOR AND 0 AGAINST OF THE 
WILLIAMSON COUNTY CORfkIISSIO~RS COURT on th$-fhezth day of 
March, $008. 




