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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  
512-943-1663 (office)

512-844-3542 (cell)



                              
JUNE 14 PUBLIC SCOPING MEETING FOR 
REGIONAL HABITAT CONSERVATION PLAN
 
June 4, 2007 (Williamson County, TX) – The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (U.S.F.W.S.) announces that they will prepare an environmental impact statement (EIS) to evaluate the impacts of, and alternatives to, the proposed issuance of an incidental take permit under the Endangered Species Act to Williamson County, Texas, and/or the Williamson County Conservation Foundation in conjunction with the development and implementation of the Williamson County Regional Habitat Conservation Plan (RHCP).  
A public scoping meeting will be held and public comments received regarding Williamson County’s application.  This public scoping meeting is being provided in compliance with the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969, as amended and it’s implementing regulations.  The purpose of the meeting and public comment period is to receive suggestions and information on the scope of issues and alternatives to consider as U.S.F.W.S. drafts an EIS regarding Williamson County’s application.  Once the RHCP and EIS are drafted, additional opportunity for public comment on the content of these documents and an additional public meeting will be provided.  This is anticipated to be in October 2007.  
The public scoping meeting will be held on Thursday, June 14, 5:30 to 7:30 p.m., in the Training Room at the Williamson County Central Maintenance Facility, 3151 S.E. Inner Loop, in Georgetown.  The meeting will consist of an open house from 5:30 to 6:00 p.m., a brief presentation and remarks from 6:00 to 6:30 p.m., and a continuation of the open house from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m.  Oral and written comments will be received at the meeting.  Written comments also may be sent to the Field Supervisor, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, 10711 Burnet Road, Suite 200, Austin, TX 78758, or faxed to 512.490.0974 and should be received by July 14, 2007.


 Once completed, the Williamson County RHCP would offer a streamlined option for governmental entities, school districts, developers and landowners to comply with the Federal Endangered Species Act through voluntary participation in the plan.  The plan will include measures necessary to minimize and mitigate the impacts of future development on federally-listed and candidate species, and the habitats upon which they depend.  Species listed as endangered or threatened that are addressed in Williamson County’s application include the Bone Cave harvestman, Coffin Cave mold beetle, golden-cheeked warbler, and black-capped vireo.  

For more information on the Williamson County Conservation Foundation and the RHCP, visit their website at http://wilcogov.org/wccf/ or call Connie Watson at 512.943.1663 or e-mail cwatson@wilco.org.  For information on the EIS, contact Scott Rowin, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, at 512.490.0057 or e-mail Scott_Rowin@fws.gov.  
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